
Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM    

 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Morn 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM 
  Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 

 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Preacher / bulletin editor:  
 Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org  
 
Servants during September: 

Songleader: Larry (1), Dwight (8), 
Stanley (15) , Larry (22), Dwight (29) 

Reading: Stanley 
Announcements: Larry 
Table: Mike M, Marty, Stanley 

Wednesday Lesson: Kris (4), Larry (11) , 
Stanley (18), Kris (25) 

Lawn Mowing (week starting): Kris (1), 
Marty (8), Stanley (15), Larry (22), Kris 
(29) 

Area Meetings:  
Market St, 8-11, Roger Hillis; 
Southside (Athens), 8-13, Scott 
Richardson; Quinn, 8-11, Brad 
Sullivan; East Albertville, 15-20, Steve 
Klein; Jordan Park, 15-18, Jonathan 
Reeder; Pepper Road, 23,24,26,27, 
Bruce Reeves; Singing River 
(Florence), 22-27, Greg Gwin; South 
Cullman, 29-1/1, Greg Kline 

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL 35620 

“So Jesus answered them and 
said, ‘My teaching is not 
Mine, but His who sent Me. If 
anyone is willing to do His will, 
he will know of the teaching, 
whether it is of God or 
whether I speak from 
Myself,’” 
 
—John 7:16,17 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Examine everything carefully…” 1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB 
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by Jon Quinn 
 

But when it was now the midst 
of the feast Jesus went up into the 
temple, and began to teach. The 
Jews therefore were marveling, 
saying, “How has this man become 
learned, having never been 
educated?” Jesus therefore 
answered them, and said, “My 
teaching is not Mine, but His who 
sent me. If any man is willing to do 
His will, he shall know of the 
teaching, whether it is of God, or 
whether I speak from Myself,”  
Jn 7:14-17. 

I once was involved in a study of 
the Bible with a young couple who 
were members of a denomination. 
We were noticing what the Bible 
said about baptism and its role in 
becoming a disciple of Jesus. The 
woman had talked to her 

clergyman, who had denied the very 
things she was reading out of her 
Bible as I directed her from passage 
to passage. She was becoming 
visibly alarmed at what she was 
reading and finally in frustration 
said that her clergyman had warned 
her that without attending a 
theological school she couldn’t 
possibly understand the Bible on 
baptism by just reading it. She 
needed a professional guide to 
interpret things for her. She 
expressed confidence that he would 
not lie to her, so all he said about 
baptism as well as about the 
inability of the common man to 
understand the Scripture must be 
true. 

But Jesus said that such was not 
the case. Isn’t it strange that Jesus 



found Himself at odds so often with 
the clergy of His day? Is Jesus being 
simplistic when He says that all one 
needs is the will to do God’s will as 
he approaches the things God 
teaches us in order to know them? 
Notice with me some important 
points on understanding the Bible 
from the text above. 

“How Has This Man Become 
Learned?” 

“Now these were more noble-
minded than those at Thessalonica, 
for they received the word with 
great eagerness, examining the 
Scriptures daily, to see whether 
these things were so,” Acts 17:11. 

They wondered how Jesus had 
“become learned”. Though Jesus 
was the Son of God, He grew in 
stature and wisdom as a human 
being. Certainly Jesus is an 
exceptional case, but the Bible 
suggests that the proper way to 
“become learned” is by a personal, 
diligent study of the Scriptures. It 
calls such an attitude 
“noblemindedness”. In Acts 17:11, 
the Bereans are commended for 
such. In fact, if they had gone to the 
religious leaders and clergymen of 
their day with questions about 
Jesus, they would have received the 
wrong answers! They instead went 
to the Scriptures and got the right 
answers. Good for them! Good for 
us today as well when we follow 
suit, Eph 3:4; 2 Tim 2:15. 

“God, after He had spoke long 
ago to the fathers in the prophets in 

many portions and in many ways, in 
these last days has spoken to us in 
His Son,” Heb 1:1,2. 

We are fortunate that the 
Scripture is adequate for us and we 
are adequate for the Scripture. By 
the Scripture being adequate for us 
we mean simply that it is a sufficient 
guide for our lives. There is simply 
no need for a conglomeration of 
human religious laws and creeds, 
which can be quite confusing, 
especially when they are in conflict 
with one another as well as with 
Scripture, 2 Tim 3:16,17. 

By ourselves being adequate for 
the Scripture we simply mean that 
God would not give us a document 
that we could not understand and 
then tell us to understand and live 
by it! Yes, we can understand the 
teachings of God. Timothy did! Not 
because he went to a seminary 
either, but as Paul told him, “You, 
however, continue in the things you 
have learned and become 
convinced of, knowing from whom 
you have learned them; that from 
childhood you have known the 
sacred writings which are able to 
give you wisdom that leads to 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus,”  
2 Tim 3:14,15. Note two things here: 
first, that Timothy had learned 
these things as a child; and second, 
He had been taught them not by a 
theologian but by his mother and 
grandmother, 2 Tim 1:5. 

 
 

If Anyone Is Willing, He Shall 
Know of the Teaching 

“And you shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free,” 
Jn 8:32. Back in our text, Jesus said 
that “If any man is willing to do His 
will, he shall know of the teaching, 
whether it is of God, or whether I 
speak from Myself.” Notice some of 
the implications of the passage. 

“If any man...” shows the 
universality of the statement. It 
includes you and your neighbor. The 
diplomas and degrees on the wall, 
or lack of them, does not really 
enter into it. A good education may 
well enhance someone’s 
understanding of the Bible by 
informing him of how people lived, 
dressed, talked and so forth, but it 
will not save him. 

“...is willing to do His will...” 
shows the proper attitude with 
which one approaches the 
Scripture. Jesus mentioned people 
who did not understand His 
message, not because they were 
intellectually incapable but because 
they have “closed their eyes,”  
Mt 13:14-16 (see also the parable of 
the sower in the following verses, 

v18-23). It is not the mere hearer 
who understands, but the doer of 
the word, Jas 1:22-25. 

“...he shall know the teaching...” 
show the results of the proper 
attitude. It is not who you are that 
determines how well you 
understand the teachings of the 
Bible but how you approach it. 
Anyone can twist and distort the 
Scriptures, but do so “to their own 
destruction,” 2 Pet 3:16. On the 
other hand, anyone can 
“understand what the will of the 
Lord is,” Eph 5:17. 

“For My hand made all these 
things, Thus all things came into 
being,” Declares the Lord. “But to 
this one I will look, To him who is 
humble and contrite of spirit, and 
who trembles at My word,” Isa 66:2. 
It seems to be a matter of attitude 
then. Why does one so readily grasp 
a Bible truth while another 
complains of such difficulty? 
Attitude. Why do some go only so 
far in their growth as Christians and 
then stall? Attitude. It is not that the 
truth cannot be known, its whether 
we really want to know it!  

 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

Mike B has open heart surgery 
scheduled for 10/1. Hazel is doing 
well with rehabilitation, and we pray 
that she will return home, soon; and 
Carolyn is also recovering nicely 
after extensive foot surgery in July! 

Please continue to pray for 
those other brethren we know and 
love, including Betty; Kathy 
Mitchell; Joshua V; and the Pollard 
Family. 


